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CONSTITUENCY REPORT  Fall 2009 

Dear Constituents: 

Our Conservative government is taking action on 

issues that affect Canadian families.  

ü A strong economy  

ü Lower taxes. 

ü Safer communities  

These are the issues that youôve told us matter the most 

to you. Inside, you can find important information 

about how our governmentôs action is helping 

Canadians. 

We are working to deliver Canadaôs Economic Action 

Plan, which is helping to stimulate our economy, 

protect workers and generate new jobs in communities 

like ours.  We are also lowering taxes for all Canadians 

and creating new initiatives to get families spending, 

especially in local community businesses. 

In addition to our action on the economy, Prime 

Minister Stephen Harper and the Conservative 

government are working to make our community 

safer with tough new action on crime.  We are also 

continuing to work in the best interest of our seniors, 

and for the health and safety of families like yours.  

The photos I have selected provide you with a 

snapshot of some of the  outreach and work I have 

been doing within our community.  They also reflect 

the direct impact the Harper government is having on 

Donôt miss out on the great 

savings that Canadians 

across the country are 

talking about. Our 

Conservative governmentôs 

Home Renovation Tax 

Credit is helping families 

renovate their homes while 

saving on next yearôs tax 

bill.  

Renovate your home 

before February 1st, 2010 

and save up to $1,350 on 

your 2009 tax bill. You 

could build a deck, renovate your kitchen, or 

even paint your home. This is not only helping 

you save, but itôs also creating business for our 

local hardware stores and creating jobs for local 

tradespeople.  

The best part?  

Itôs already helping our economy improve.  

By June, Revenue Canada received more than 

700,000 inquiries from Canadians about the 

credit. In July, Alex Carrick of Reed 

Construction Data told the Globe and Mail 

online, ñI think thereôs a lot of people who are 

trying to take advantage of the credit, and thatôs 

partly why the market hasnôt done so badly.ò  

the lives of local residents through the federal 

investment in projects and programs right here in our 

community.   I have been lobbying cabinet ministers, 

bringing them to Surrey to meet with residents, and 

promoting your needs in  government.  And, it has 

worked!  Over the past three years I have had the 

privilege of announcing literally dozens of projects 

here in Surrey.  This is money being spent right here in 

our neighborhoods.   It doesnôt even include the 

millions more our government is spending on the 

Pacific Gateway to improve our roads, highways, 

bridges and ports.  I am proud to say that our 

government has invested more money in Surrey in  

three years than the Liberal governments  did in 13 

years.  Thatôs because the Harper government is 

getting things done for British Columbians. 

In closing, I encourage you to take a minute to respond 

to my survey questions inside this newsletter.   Your  

opinions are appreciated and help me to better reflect 

your views in the government  decision making 

process.   Please feel free to contact my constituency 

office if you have comments, questions or concerns on 

any of the action the Conservative government is 

taking for you.   

        Sincerely yours, 

                      Nina Grewal, MP 

Canadian families are continuing to face the 

challenges created by the current global 

economic recession. Canadaôs Economic Action 

Plan delivers real help for workers who are hard 

hit by the global recession.  

 It includes: 

ü Helping workers and families by extending 

regular EI benefits by an additional five 

weeks for the next two years 

ü Keeping more Canadians on the job by 

extending work-sharing agreements by an 

additional 14 weeks 

ü Helping employers create new jobs by 

freezing EI premiums at their lowest level 

since 1982 for the next two years 

ü In addition, our government is taking new 

action to give long-tenured workers 

between 5 and 20 weeks of additional 

Employment Insurance benefits.  

CONTACT  NINA  ... 

Surrey Office 

Suite 201, 15957 84th Avenue 

 

Surrey, BC  V4N 0W7 
 

Tel: 604-501-5900  Fax: 604-501-5901 

Parliamentary Office  

249 West Block ,  House of Commons  
 

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 
 

Tel: (613) 996-2205   Fax: (613) 995-7139 
 

Web:  www.NinaGrewal.ca 

And sales at home building and outdoors 

supply stores increased by 1% in July. This was 

the second highest increase of all Canadaôs 

retail sectors for that month. 

Renovation expenditures include: renovating 

your kitchen, bathroom or basement; installing 

new carpet or hardwood floors; building an 

addition, deck, fence or retaining wall; 

installing a new furnace, central air conditioner 

or water heater; painting the interior or exterior 

of your house; resurfacing a driveway and 

laying new sod. 

But just as the Home Renovation Tax Credit is 

already helping families and businesses, these 

savings were recently threatened by an 

unneeded, unwanted election. Michael Ignatieff 

and the Liberal Party voted against the tax 

credit that so many Canadians have already 

taken advantage of. An election would 

jeopardize Canadaôs fragile recovery, just as we 

are slowly beginning to see light at the end of 

the tunnel.  

Our Conservative government is fighting the 

recession with action like the Home Renovation 

Tax Credit. Michael Ignatieff and the Liberals 

are fighting the recovery. 

For more information, go to: 

www.actionplan.gc.ca 

THE HOME  RENOVATION  TAX  CREDIT : THEREôS STILL  TIME ! 

GOVERNMENT  ACTION  

PROTECTING  WORKERS 

DELIVERING  RESULTS FOR YOU AND OUR COMMUNITY  - BUILDING  FOR A BRIGHTER  FUTURE 

Nina meets with British Columbia 

student representatives from the  

Canadian Federation of Students. 

  Their discussion included the  

federationôs national vision for  

post-secondary education. 
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GOVERNMENT  ACTION  FOR SENIORS  
Providing Tax Relief and Protection for Seniors 

Nina joins in the community festivities at the  

Fraser Heights Village Country Fair  

Sullivan Heights teacher Marc Pelech receives the 

Prime Ministerôs Award for Excellence in Education 

Minister of State for the Status of Women and Nina 

host a womenôs roundtable for community leaders 

Nina participates in the Persian Roundtable with 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper 

Announcing federal support to assist with the 

modernization of the Newton Recreation Centre  

Queen Elizabeth Secondary School receives federal 

funds to upgrade sports facilities 

Conservative Action Protecting Seniors 

Canadaôs seniors 

have worked 

hard to feel 

secure during 

retirement.  

Our Conservative 

government is 

working to 

provide Canadaôs 

seniors with the 

support they need 

to live with 

dignity by: 

 

ü Fighting elder abuse with a new national 

awareness campaign that teaches seniors 

and others to recognize it, and help those 

who may be suffering 

ü Helping reduce the tax burden by increasing 

the Age Credit amount by another $1,000 

ü Creating a comprehensive approach to 

seniorsô issues, including appointing 

Senator Marjory LeBreton as the Minister 

of State for Seniors 

ü Giving seniors a voice in national issues by 

creating the National Seniors Council 

 We owe our seniors a great debt. Without their 

sacrifices and hard work, Canada would not be 

the country we enjoy today. Our Conservative 

government respects Canadaôs seniors, and is 

helping them to live with dignity in these tough 

times. 

Tax Relief for Low and  

Middle Income Seniors 

Through Canada's Economic Action Plan, the 

federal government is providing additional tax 

relief for low- and middle-income seniors. This 

relief is being made available through an 

increase to the Age Credit, a federal income tax 

credit for Canadians 65 years of age and older. 

This initiative will cost an estimated $80 

million in 2008-2009, $325 million in 2009-

2010 and $340 million in 2010-2011.  

About the Initiative  

The Age Credit amount has been increased by 

$1,000 for 2009 and subsequent taxation years. 

For 2009, the Age Credit amount is $6,408, 

providing tax relief of up to $961 for eligible 

seniors.  

The Age Credit is income-tested, with 

eligibility fully phased out for seniors with 

incomes over $75,032 in 2009. The unused 

portion of an individual's Age Credit may be 

transferred to the individual's spouse or 

common-law partner.  

The increase in the Age Credit amount builds 

Presenting a message on behalf of the Immigration 

Minister to Philippine Independence Day organizers 

Fun for everyone at the Fleetwood  -  Port Kells 

Community BBQ at Clayton Park  

Citizenship Judge George Gibault and Nina 

congratulate new citizens in Surrey 

on the significant tax relief provided since 2006 

for seniors and pensioners. This includes a 

doubling of the amount of the pension income 

credit (to $2,000 from $1,000), a $1,000 increase 

in the Age Credit amount in 2006, the 

introduction of pension income splitting in 2006, 

and an increase in the age limit for maturing 

pensions and registered retirement savings plans 

to 71 from 69 in 2007.  

The government has also reduced the required 

minimum Registered Retirement Income Fund 

withdrawal for 2008 by 25 percent, as announced 

in the November 2008 Economic and Fiscal 

Statement. This measure provides one-time tax 

relief of $200 million to seniors to help them 

cope with the impact of the financial downturn 

on retirement savings.  

How It Works  

Seniors may request that pension providers or 

other payers reduce their tax withholding at 

source, to reflect the higher Age Credit amount. 

Seniors paying tax by instalment can 

immediately adjust their payments to reflect the 

changes for the 2009 taxation year.  Other 

eligible seniors may benefit from this measure 

when they file their tax return for 2009. 

Who Will Benefit?  The increase in the Age 

Credit amount will provide tax relief to about 2.2 

million low- and middle-income seniors who will 

pay personal income taxes for 2009.  


